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POLITICAL. 


The: Prites Dhéré of the'15th April continues the article: Cireulation, 
he British Govern. Which'was noticed in the Selections on ee 

mentand the Natives, for tlie week etiding the 13th April, 
1878, pages’ 297 and 298. The writer proceeds: thas:—If an: 
idlé and vicious: or’ sitifat man‘ever does‘a noble or Virtuous 
act! it must be always through fear‘or love or some interested 
metive: as, for instance, a man of a vicious character 
supports the members of his family’ for fear of incurring po-- 
puler edfunt'; anotlier rian supports'a poor family under the’ 
hope’ of reaping # reward for his charity: in the world to‘come: 

It'is the wishi-of the whole-native population that they’ should: 
enjoy ease and: comfort under’ their foreign rulers. But: 
the existenve of oe or both" the motives, fear and. love,. 
iv Haglishmen to do' us good’ is: indispensable; before. our 

wales: oar be realised. That pgietinns four us'to some ex- 
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tent is beyond question. Many instances may be quoted in 
support of this statement. But we will refer here to one re- 
cent instance. When Mulhar Rao was removed from Baroda 

to Madras, his removal was effected very quietly and secretly. 

All lights at the railway station were extinguished when he 
was conducted to the railway carriage. Hence it is _clear 
that our rulers fear us. But this fear on their part will not 
conduce to our benefit. There are two kinds of fear. We 
fear both a scorpion and a tiger, but with this difference— 
as s00n a8 we see a scorpion, we attempt to kill it with our 
shoe, whereas when we see a tiger, we seek a place of shelter 
for our safety. The English Government fears us as one fears 
a scorpion. Thus the fear which the Government has of us 
far from producing any beneficial consequences sometimes 
does us incalculable mischief. Very confusing ideas prevail 
among the people regarding the existence of this fear in the 
mind of the Government. It is the belief of some old and 
experienced men, and of some distinguished writers among 
us, that some of our acts, specially the mutiny of 1857, have 
inspired our rulers with a wholesome fear, and as this fear 


gradually increases it will ultimately lead to the accomplish- 
- ment:of our heartfelt desires. But has this increase of fear 


on the part of the Government done us the slightest good ? : 
It is averred by some persons that the recognition of the 
right of adoption on the part of. the Native Chiefs by the Gov- 
ernment is the result of the growth of fear on the part of the 
Government. But, to our thinking, they are quite mistaken. 
It is not the result of fear on the part of the Government, 
but of that policy which Lord Canning thought fit to adopt - 
for the permanence of British rule in India, | The follow-. 
ing facts may be cited in confirmation of. the truth of our. 
remarks, . After the settlement of the question of .adop- , 
tion, the Government imposed a very, heavy income tax; 
Maharaja Sindhia was expressly told that the Gwalior fort. 
would not be restored to him; and troublesome Acts and . 


( 398 =») 
Regulations, like the Revenue Jurisdiction Act, are-passed in 
large numbers. When His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales came to India the other day, many ruling chiefs had 
nolens volens to go to Bombay. ‘And it is said that some: ‘of 
them thinking themselves insulted at the darbar actually cried. 

Are these acts on the part of the Government to be consider- 
ed the signs of the existence of fear on its part? Let it be 
granted fora moment that the fear on the part of the Gov-. 
ernment is on the increase, but a scorpion can never becqme a 
tiger. Now the question arises why Englishmen do not fear us. 
In:answer to this question it may be said that since the estab- | 
lishment of British rule in India, we have done no acts 
which might inspire them with fear. Some men say that. 
many of our countrymen, who are actuated by national pride, 
refer to the events of 1857 as indicative of the heroism of 
the natives, and state with exaggeration how Englishmen were 
frightened at the time. Wise men judge of the merits and 
demerits of an act or event by its results. Since the mutiny 
of 1857 we have been exposed to great trouble. Englishmen 
have ceased to trust our loyalty, and have begun to bear an 
ill-will towards us. If this is true no wise man will hesitate 
to condemn the events of 1857 as acts of cruelty on the part of 
the natives ; and we are justified in saying that the mutineers | 
and rebels did not kill Englishmen, but, as it were, their own 
countrymen. On the other hand, some men say, let the 
consequences of the mutiny be what they may, Englishmen 
at least were extremely alarmed for a time during the 
mutiny in: consequence of the mutineers and rebels, and be- 
came anxious about the continuance of their sway in 

India. But as evil and no good accrued to the natives — 
from the mutiny, men’ regard it as an act of cruelty Yather | 
than bravery on the part of our countrymen. We leave 
it to thoughifal persons to o judge whether their opinion * 
right or wrong. 


(The article is to be iainihaat>: 
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“The Berar Sameshar .of. the 14th April continues :the 
The Btitish Govern- 2@Qrticle which was noticed in :the 
ment andthe Natives. = Selections ‘for ‘the week ending ‘the 
13th April, 1878, page 800. .The writer :proceeds .thus -:-~ 
Englishmen rule over India with.a view to their.own ‘benefit 
and not to that.of India. An attempt on any -one's:part to 
conceal this fact-would be-as useless :as -an .attempt to hide 
theisun. In spite.of all efforts .on:the part of Hnglishmen 
to conduct the:administratien of ‘the country in:an excellent 
way, the country cannot ibe secure against ‘those difficulties 
which are inseparable from a forsign ‘rule.. None of sus .can 
ward. off those difficulties. Our present helpless condition is 


therefore a-cause of grief and shame-to us. ‘But as wehave 


no.gontral over-aur condition, it behaves us to reconcile .our- 
selves to it. However, there is.one consolation in our grief. 
Our rulers are. remarkable for their learning:and enlighten- 
ment. They.are :also a just:people, or at least ‘lay claim io 


justice. . It is hetter.to:be the servant of:a wise man ‘than:to 


he the master. of a foolish person. Fortunately, the first 
part of ithe adage is applicable to:us. Ht is-indeed not a good 
thing that;any peraon should pretend to.the possession of 


any good quality -which he :actually does not ‘possess. But:a 


ruling race which -pretends to be a civilised and just people 


_ 4s better than another which is avowedly wicked. The for- 
_ mer, however had at.heart it may be, will act in.a way con- 


sistent -with ite pretensions, which will :not :fail to win.a goad 
name for itself and todo good.to the subject race. Sup- 
pose a miser represents ‘himself .as a generous man. He 
gives a shilling 40 a ‘beggar. Even if he has given ithe 
siulling not from charitable motives but with a-view to madin- 


_ tain‘his assumed character in the-publie, ‘the fact that ‘ho ‘has 


done a.charitable-act-and that the wants of the ‘beggar have 
been relieved, remains unaffected ‘by ‘his-motives. Some men 


_ say that Englishmen plume themselves on their justice, bubébat 


they do not act ip strict accordanop with justice towards the 


a7, 
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natives. ‘True, but-they are a civilised people, and, therefore, if 
they promise to do.a hundred things, they-at least do ten things. 

But the only way in which we can promote our interests 
and ‘welfare is to behave with humility and submission 
towards our rulers and thus win their affections. It is 
owing to :a want-of trust in us on their part that we are 
prevented from obtaining a large number of our desires. 
The unhappy events of 1857 very largely contributed towards 
increasing ‘this-distrust. A native military officer who:sat on 
a court martial un mutineers to-day was next day proved to 
have heen himself a mutineer. It is these events which have 
destroyed .all confidence in .us on the part of our rulers. 
That ‘they do not repose confidence. in us is obvious in a 
variety of ways. They build their houses apart from native 
quarters. Weare not admitted to the secrets of the State, 
We:are not appointed to offices of trust and responsibility in 
the:public »service. In these circumstances the first thing 
that we ought-to doisto win their confidence by our bumi- 
lity and obedience. It is the opinion of some men that 
patriotism and loyalty clash with each other. But we do not 
see.any incompatibility between patriotism and loyalty. To 
our thinking they are like twins. The interests of the 
Government and the country are identical. We are ‘far 
hehind other nationsin mental, moral, and material progress. 
Some time.ago the Jews in England laboured under the same 
disabilities under which we are labouring at present. But 
when they amassed wealth in a variety of waya, all the rights 
and privileges of Hinglishmen were extended to them. Wee 
axaure our countrymen, who have.the interests of the country 


at heart; that.their faithfulness to the Government ean. in no 


way interfere with their endeavours to‘improve the mental and 
material icondition ef the natives.. The object which «we. have 
in ‘view in writing this article is that the natives should first 
obtain the friendship and love.of.Hinglishmen, and than seek 


_ to promote their .own interests-and those oftheir country. 
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- (The Bordr-Saniachar has republished the above atticle from’ 
the Vividh Gyan Vistdra, a periodical of Bombay). : 


yop ‘the Neir-ul-Absdr, after publishing an Urdu translation of 
‘in sinaiiiiiiis ot tie the correspondenee which passed 
Imperial title by Her between the* Secretary of State for 
—— India, and the Government of India, 
about thé Imperial Assemblage at Delhi, and which was pub- 
lished in the Gazette of India, makes the followmg remarks 
in its issue of the 15th April:—It appears from the corres- 
pondence that has been published about the Delhi Assem- 
blage that it is the belief of the ministers of Her Majesty 
that the assumption by Her Majesty of the title of 
Empress of India will stimulate the loyalty and attach- 
ment of the native population towards the English Gov- 
ernment. No doubt the proclamation of the Imperial 
title produced as much effect on the minds of the people as a 
mere proclamation could, 2.¢., it excited pleasure or gladness 
for the moment. In order that its influence may be perma- 
nent, the Government officers who are deputed to India by 
Her Majesty to conduct the administration of the country, 
should treat the natives in the same way asa king would 
treat the people of his own race. The names of Shere Shab, 
Salim Shah, and Akbar are still remembered by the peo- 
ple. It is our earnest prayer to Heaven thst our present 
-ralers may be able to act in the same way so that the name 
of the English Government may be also long remembered in 
future.’ . This is only possible in case the people enjoy pros- 
perity, peace; and comfort. There is no doubt that the acts 
which our Government has ‘done are such that its name will 


be ) remembered by the natives till the end of the world, 
NATIVE STATES. 


A correspondent of ‘the Benares. Akhbdr of the 18th : 
| April) writing from -Dholpur ‘in: refer- 
rence to the Karauli State, ‘says that 
the pay. of the army and other servants: of the State is in’ 
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arrears for the last eleven months,. It has been-heard that 
the State has lately borrowed. a certain sum of money, and, 
that the pay of the army will be shortly distributed. ‘ 
THE VERNACULAR PRESS ACT. 
The Safir-t-Hind, Amritsar, of the 13th April, says that 
Act. | 


lency the Viceroy and Governor-Gen- 
oral of India and the Members of the Le gislative Council on 


the vernacular press are perfectly true as far as some, Ver- 
nacular newspapers are concerned. We, therefore, approve 


Act IX of 1878. But we have one objection to make against 
it. Doall the vernacular newspapers deserve to be made 
liable to the provisions of the Act? Are there not some ver- 
nacular newspapers which have rendered important services 
both to the State and the public, and at whose suggestions 
some laws have been enacted? In our opinion nothing could 
be more desirable than that the good character which some 
vernacular newspapers have borne should have been publicly 
acknowledged by the Members of the Legislative Council 
just as the faults of others were declared. The latter 
alone should have been made liable to the provisions of the 
Vernacular Press Act, and the former not only exempted 


from the operation of the Act but granted rewards and sti- 


pendiary allowances. 


The Almora Akhbdr of the 15th April says that Act IX 


The Vernacular Press of 1878 has agitated the minds of the 
Act. proprietors of vernacular newspapers. 


The Act. places the vernacular newspapers absolutely at the — 


mercy of district magistrates. Some of our Anglo-Indian 
contemporaries, who love truth and liberty, condemn the Act 
as an unjust and ill-advised measure. They say that ihe Ver- 
nacular Press. Act. casts.a slur upon: the loyalty of the whole 
Indian population. On the other hand, those of our Anglo- 
ladian contemporaries whose uncalled-for clamour has induced 


the Government: to gag the native press are now jubilant: 


Cireulation, 


200 eopies. 
The Vernacular Press the strictures passed by His Excel-. 


Cireulation, 
60 copies. 
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Still they have not'ceased to attack the vernachlar newspapers: 
Onty. the: other day the Pioneer’ insmuated. that’ the writingy 
of the vernacular press: were thé cause of inciting: the’ late 
Surat riot. ‘Perliaps the reason why the Government has 
imposed restrictions on the liberty of the vernacular press is 
that the Government believes that the writings of the veria- 
cular: press: are’ always seditious, and that the growth of dis-' 
affection is very dangerous, specially at’ the: present crivis: 
But in our opinion no vérnacular newspaper writes: witlr » 
view to‘cause disaffection. Moreover, the circulation of ver~ 
nacular newspapers is very limited. -Thus-their writings have 
no appreciable influence over the:vast- Indian population. To 
our thinking, the Government. has unnecessarily evinced its: 
weakness or timidity by the establishment of a censorship 
of: the vernacular press. The measure will only apgravate 
thie evil which it'is mtended toremedy. It will: induce: the 
people to think that the Government will gradually deprive 
them of! all their liberty. Our Government. is truly bent on 
promoting the welfare of the people; and: all its measures: are 
based on integrity and are free from fault It need not fear 
the criticisnr of vernacular newspapers: __ Indeed under’ the: 
English Government no other law was ever enacted'as' oppres- 
sive (literally, strong):as the: Vernacular Press Act. As soon: 
as the Veruacular Press Act comes into foree,; the proprictors‘ef 
all vernacular newspapers stould'stop their papers. It is use- 
less to publish. a newspaper when: the public press is not. free. 
If it is the wish of the Government that we should not criticise 
ite acts, we-should.close.our mouths. and. 7? wary ro 
that.itidoes.as tending te-our good.. 


‘The: Mateo Akhbdr of the: 12tir April says that the — 
‘The Vermeular Press bers of the Legislative Council being 
tay «-  the:men who are pre-extinently distin: 
guished for their ‘ability, it ney be: reasonably’ presumed that: 
they will 'do avthi g but- what is/benoficial: But;.in reforenve 

ta’ the énactuwnt'of the: V eriacaler Prous ‘ Alct): many’ natives’ 
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fail.to see what necessity. was there for adopting this measure, © 
and what. good is.likely to accrue from it. . Perhaps the reason 
why the Government has thought fit to withdraw the | privi- | 
lege of liberty from the .vernacular press is. that it does. .not 
like that its acts be criticised by-men who are inferior in abil- 
ity to itself. If it has gagged the vernacular press because 
it daes not accept the adage that we ought to follow the good 
advice even of a child, then why does it say that there is no - 
harm if a man abuses the Government in English? If our 
Legislature believes that there is no harm in .complaihing . 
against. the Government before wise and educated men,. what . 
proof is there that only those men who can utter the English — 
wards ‘‘ fogl.”’ and “ stupid ’’.are wise and thoughtful men? If 
our Legislature has gagged the vernacular press in order that 
the objectionable matter that used to appear in the vernacu- - 
lar newspapers may not affect the minds of the masses, what 
reason is there to suppose that the masses have no means | 
of being acquainted with the contents of English newspapers’? 
There is. now no town or. village in India in which there. are 
not some educated men. If a.complaint against the Govern- 
mentor an officer were now to appear in a newspaper published | 
in English, the complaint would become known to the masses 
through educated natives. Moreover, it would be grossly | 
exaggerated in passing from manto.man. Waiving this ques- | 
tion, let us now consider the cause of the enactment of Act 
IX of 1878. It is said that the writings of the vernacular 
press are seditious, but what revolt has been incited by, the 
writings of the vernacular press? If it be alledged, in: sup- 
port of the measure, that, although ‘the writings of the verna- 
cular press' occasioned no rebellion, yet they tended to cause 
disaffection, what writings were those that inculcated disloyal- 
ty-?.. In the collection of 150 extracts from vernacular news- 
papers submitted before the Council, what, extracts were sedi- 
tions? If the Members of the Legislative ‘Council do not like. 


suoh writings as were qubmitted hefore them, why Gd fhey 
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not cleanly ‘state. in the:Act what kinds of writings should not 
_ be published in vernacular newspapers? ‘Why Have they made 
the: wording ‘of the Act'sé-vague-as may lead’ Englishmen to 
_ suppose that the -Act imposes no- Tastrictiotis‘upon ‘the liberty 
_ of :the: vernacular press? What necessity was: there to ‘de- 
part'from the usual: proc:dure of legislating in regard to’ the 
Vernacular Press. Bill? . The Bill, before being ‘passed in law, 
should have:been published: for the information of the ‘public. 
There was: no reason -to: suppose that any man would throw 
any obstacles:in the-way of a measure which was intended. to 
enhance the loyalty of the natives. The vernacular press has 
never.done any mischief to the Government, nor is there:any 
reason :to apprehend that:it' will‘ do any’ mischief in: futare. 
If.in. spite of this knowledge, the: Government has gagged the 
vernacular pressias a precautionary measure, what necessity - 
was:. there” tobe. in such precipitate haste. in‘ doing so? 
What-anusuatl ditficulties have befallen the: English » Govern- 
mont; ‘which .is expected ‘to last: for ever inIndia, that it has. 
thought necassary'to' resort to such a measure? The Verna- 
eulae’Press Act*his been a source of great ‘anxiety: to native 
editors.’ They are in doubt as to what they should write and 
what’ they’ should not write, Tle modeof writing which: the 
editors’ of ‘vernivitlar-newspapers published in British India 
have now ‘adopted, is this, i.e. they: say that oppression seems te 
prevail’ at‘such and such a place; but that although, under the 
provisions ‘of Act IX of 1873, they cannot write. of such things | 
still ‘the newspapers: published in’ Engtish will: . In-observing 
the provisions of the: Vérnaculir: Press: Act the newspapers of. 


British’ India: are‘ our: guide... We ‘will. adopt:that: style of 


writing whieh they purst: awd to-which the: Government-does - 
” object. : 


. The Ldvirene Grizeeee of tho 16th’ Apeit say thai the? é 
Tha Vernacular Press. objeotidnable wiitinge of the vernaéu- 
A vf," a ae Jar ‘néWspapers* ‘of: ‘Bengal: Bombay; 
 anct Welwa ha¥e been thd catseof the enacttnént of Act: 1X: 
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of. 1878. -It is-to be regretted that -the whéle vernacular 
press has been mado -to-auffér for. the: faults ‘of ~a ‘small 
seotion .of it. <We-hope -that the Act will not: affect the 
liberty of-the vernacular press inthe right -sense of: the word, 
bat. still the native editors will, out of fear, refrain from.giving 
vent to public sentiments and feelings. Weare in a position to 


assert: that-the vernacular newspapers of the’ North-Weatern 


- Provinces; Oudh, and-the. Panjab:Have done important services 
to the public‘daring the short period of their existence. ‘They 


have furthered the cause of: éducation: and civilisation, and 
improved the thoughts of the people. Our contemporaries of 
England have approved of the Vernacular: Press Act,' but their 
opinions are not entitled:‘to much weight. -They-do not read 
the vernacular newspapers, and ‘cannot, therefore, be'.ex- 
pected to judge of their ‘morits. It must'be mentioned to the 
credit of the Spectator that it has condemned the Vernacular 
Press Act. .We agree with our contemporary’ of the: Mashir-1- 
Quisar in thinking that there was no need of a ‘special legis- 
lation to repress seditious writings. “A mere warning con- 
veyed to the native editors by means of a circular letter would 
have answered the purpose. 


The: Vrita' Dhdrd of the 15th April says that the verna- 
‘the “Verda cdlar' ‘Proag Cular: press: ‘has: ‘enjoyed liberty for the 
icsapites oo forty years. But Act IX’ of 1878 
will -déstroy’ that liberty. ‘True, the ‘Act does not’ expressly 
take: awdy all liberty from’ the ‘vernnowitar’ newspapers, but 
the enforcement ‘of the ‘provisions of the Act being’ in the 
hands of-suth*dfficers as do'not'like their ‘faults poitited | out 
to'them by : othets,’the' ‘liberty of ‘the: vornactlar press is 
ptactically-extinct. ‘Now the question, ‘What‘has induced the 
Goveritmbnt to: gag ‘the vernacular press" ‘claims’ our’ atten- 
tion. If the-Government hasenacted’ Act £X ‘of 1878 in 
order: to repress’ seditious’ writiigs;'there’ was'-no' ‘need ‘ofa 


special legislation to’do ‘so. Phe’ Indian Pénal' Code could 
adequately deal: with this: offence... ‘If ‘the preset thdertain: 


Circulation, 
176 copies. 
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- ‘stute‘of'affairs in‘Earépe has prompted the Governient: to 
withdraw the privilege ‘of liberty from the vernacular press, — 
- }t is for the administrators to decide whether the adoption. of 
. “go strict a measure was indispensably necessary ér not. Tf, 
at any time of emergency, the Government thinks: it nedes- 
sary to’ adopt any measure to ensure the security of the Em- 
pire, it is the duty of a faithful people to' obey the’ orders of 
‘the Government’ without demur. Accordingly the members 
of the vernacular press have, in compliance with the wishes 
of the Government, evinced their willingness to act in ¢on- 
formity to the provisions of Act [X of 1878. Sometime ago 
théy held a meeting at Bombay to consider the question of 
protesting against the Vernacular Press Act to Parliament, 
but they camie té the conclusion not to agitate the question 
until the Eastern difficulty was definitely solved. However, 
“there was ‘no ‘necessity whatever to gag the vernacular ‘press. 
Since the establishment of British rule in India’ the Govern- 
‘ment has had enough experience to be convinced of the loy- 
alty of the natives. The mutiny did not originate from poli- 
tical eauses:. It was soon suppressed with the aid of the 
‘people. The natives appreciate the advantages of British rule, 
viz., the increased facilities of geommunication, the prevalence 
_ of undisturbed peace, the security of life and property, the 
. diffusion of learning, &. If the Government has laid res- 
trictions upon the liberty of the vernaculat press: under the 
‘belief that the writings of the vernacular press tend to cause 
: disaffection, well and good. The members ofthe vernacular 
“press have nothing to fear-from Act IX of 1878, because their 
writings aim at producing a union among the rulers and the 
ruled, and‘ not at alienating the minds of the latter from the 
former. But-at the same time we.cannot overlook the fact 
that the Act has put them to great inconvenience. : I: places 
nine 2 absolutely, under the. control of. diatrict magistrates. 
MIZE ES, The | logs of liberty of the vernacular press is in a way more 
.qypjarions to ,the. -Government, . than to the members’ ‘of 
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the: vernacular press.’ The Government has now no means 
of making itself acquainted with the sentiments and feelings 
_ of the’ people, and with the oppressive acts which-Governiient 
officers sometimes commit. Somie of the 150: extracts from 
vernacular. newspapers which were submitted before the 
‘Council were unquestionably bad. But it may be said in 
defence of the writers that they did not .write from évil 
‘motives, but from foolishness, or with a desire to make their 
writings interesting to the reader. “This class of writers should — 
have been warned of the danger of publishing seditions articles 
‘in their papers. Ifin spite of this warning they were to 
persist in doing so, they could be dealt with under the provi- 
sions of the Indian Penal Code. However, if a special legisla- 
tion was thought indispensable, the Vernacular Press Bill 
should have been placed before the public for criticism. If 
this had been done it would have been free from all its pres- 
ent objectionable features. 


The Ashraf-ul-Akhbdr of the 11th April, after publishing aN Circulation, 
The Vernacular Press Urdu translation of Act IX of 1878, '© — 

Act | remarks:—We believe that Govern- 

ment officers mast have rejoiced at the enactment of the Ver- 

nactlar Press Act. Whenever they committed any act of 

violence it was soon made public through the writings of the 
vernacular press. Now that our just Goverament has thofight 

fit to gag the vernacular press they can act: as they please. 
Obviously the liberty of the press was the light of justice.’ We 

don’t know what wise policy has induced the Government, to 

destroy the independence of the press. If the Bill has been 

passed into law, many vernacular newspapers will be. stopped. 

But we hope that Parliament will take the matter into. ivs 
favoutable consideration, because it looks. with an eye ‘of 

a iid upon English and native newspapers. 


A Laapi sani of the Anjumani Posfek of the ° 18th Apri Circulation, 


0U copies. 


s &f £4 


Act.. _ptivil ege of liberty on a fe ‘ortidceilar 
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Circulation, 
310 copies. 


Circulation, 


300 copies. 
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press. . But-it ig.to.be regretted. tlyat the members.of: the, yer- 


nacular press grossly abused this invaluable, privilege,-and ‘the 


_ result of this ‘has been. that. Lord Lytton, has:enacted-Act. ‘EX 
of. 1878. So:ne native ‘jouraalists ‘respected neither. rank:nor 


dignity, . The tone of their writings .was very impertinent. 
Bnt Act. IX of 1373 will teach them good manners. -Some 
native journalists ignorantly used to write many:foplish things 
which cast a slur upon the intelligence of the whole native 
population. But the new Act will prevent the publication of 


such things in fature, and will thus do an important service to 


the'nation.. ‘The Act is not intended to ‘destroy the indépen- 


dence of the vernacular press, but rather aims at chastising 


and reforming its offending mentbers. 


The Shola- Tur of the 16th April ‘argues ‘tliat one of the 
The Vernacalar Press OVil effects of Act -KX ‘of 1878 will ‘be 
Act. | that the writings of the vernacular press 
will carry no weight. If a vernacular ‘itéwspapér will’ now 


praise any Government officer or Native Chief, that, praise will 
be looked upon as mere flattery. | 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 
The Fanjdb-i-Akhbdr of the 13th April, in.reference to the 
‘The exaction of reward ©*tortions of money’ practised by the 
A oye | A enge hd ~~ orderly peons of European. officers 
tive Visitors prohibited by from native gentlemen who have occa- 
We. Geet Som FAR ion ‘to pay visits to the European 
offices, says that this complaiot was often noticed by news- 
papers. But for want of sufficient proof nothing could bs 
done. to. check the offence. We are glad to say that some 
tine ago: a judge of the Chief Court, Lahore, | was convinced. | 
of the prevalence of the offence. One day two of ‘the court 


peons were qitarcelling and making a noise in his ‘premises: On 


Scag . baring the noise he came out of his bungalow and asked 


them the. ‘catise of. the quarrel. He discovered on enquiry 
that a pti ve, “officer, who had lately calted updn ‘litts, liad . 


ff. 
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given'them‘a:smill sim-of money as.a reward.” He returned 
the: moriey: to. the: native officer, distnissed’ the’ two. coatt. 
peons‘fromthe public. service, and: issued. a circular order 

making it illegal on the part of chaprasis:to exact money | 
from ‘native officers'and native gentlemen who pay: visits to 
European officers. We hope that.all European officers will. 

now: keep a strict watch over. their chaprasis. 


; 


/‘The Berdr Samdchar of the 14th April, Lee publishing 
a brief account of the late not at. 
Surat, deprecates thie conduct of thie 
inhabitants of Surat. The result of their illegal proceedings 
has not been that the license tax has:heen abolished} but that: 
two or three men have been killed, some men have been wound- 
ed, and about fifty men, who were the ringleaders, have been 
imprisoned. And the worst of it is that the Government has: 
begun to doubt the loyalty of its native subjects. No warlike. 
tribe but only the cowardly banias were the cause of the. 
disturbance, still the Government was put to great, inconve- 
nience in consequence of it. Extra police aid'had to be sum- 
moned’ from the neighbouring places. THe garrison in the 
fort was strengthened by a body of native infantry: All © ...- - 
English ladies were removed from Suratto Bombay. Ife = =” — 
trader'stands up on behalf’ of the commercial classes’ and 
attempts to vindicate their condict on ‘the’ ground that tHey' 
aré unable to bear the burden of the license tax, we will’ tell’ 
him that the English Government is not'a tyrannical’ Gor 
ernment as the former kings were. The En glish'G overnment’: 
is fall of 1 mercy ‘and ‘tenderness: Now the proper course « for’. 
a gitating our grievarices: is not to défy: the authority of of ‘the: 
Government ‘as we used to do undér thie old'regime: We must’. 
always: agitate our grievances in.a constitutional’ ways. ~~~ 


| The Urdu Albée. (published in Marathi’ at’ Roti) of. Circulation, 
the. 18th “Apeil publishes’ © brief ao a 
count of the Surat” Tiot; “which.” ia 


The. late riot at Surat. . 


The anne abject 


Circulation, 
260 copies. 


eae — 


( 396" )> 


almost exactly the same as that: given in the ‘Berdr Samdchdr, :.. 
and regrets that the natives still do not know that it is:per- 
fectly useless to seek the redress of their: @ricvances in an | 
uriconstitutional manner. 


The Vukil-i-Hindustéa of the 12th April in when ito 
The scheme for the re- Resolution No. 1419, dated 4th April, . 
raw cipirs saedans of tae of the Panjab Government, in the . 
cial work, Panjab. . Home Department, published in the 
Panjab Government Gazette of 4th April, 1878, pages 
138 and 139, remarks that the scheme adopted by the Go- 


vernment for the relief of commissioners from the pressure of . 


_ judicial work is not the right remedy. The scheme will no 


doubt relieve commissioners from the pressure of the appellate 
work, but at the same time it will have the effect of over- 
burdening judicial assistants with appellate work. Ina large 
district a judicial assistant alone cannot possibly dp the whole 
appellate work of the district, Moreover, the withdrawal of 


‘full civil powers has natprally been a source of grief to the 


officers concerned. We are fully convinced that this scheme | 
will never work satisfactorily. If the Government was re- 
solved to try it, it should have been at first introduced only 
in one or two districts. It was also possible for the Govern- 
ment to carry out the scheme without resorting to the pain- 
ful expedient of withdrawing full civil powers from the assist- 
ant commissioners and extra assistant commissioners who 
were already invested with them. The Government should 
have. simply ruled that an appeal from the orders of the 
assistant commissioners and extra assistant commissioners 
in all cages up. to. Rs. 600-in value shall lie to.the court of the 
judicial assistant, and that 10 cases. exceeding | that t valve to. 
the commissioner, 


The Lawrence Gazette of ‘a Leth ry says that Mu- - 


hammad. Noroz Khan, ‘the Wardy- 
of i y 
Srey Major of the 7th’ Regiment, Bengal. Na- 


tive Cavalry, agitated the question of an 


 C Dy 


indease in the scale of pension fixed for'the nalten: officers: of : 
the British Army‘in a series ‘of articles published: in: the - 
columns ofthis: paper in 1876. ‘Now that the Government:has . 
been pleased to increase the scale of pension for the native army 


ashe wished, he has: communicated to us a letter. of thanks 
to. the Government which we publish below. (Here the. letter 


of thanks is published in which the Wardy+Maj or thanks: the | 


Government for this act of generosity, and asks the native army. 
to be firm in its adherence and devotion to :the. Government. i” 


_ ‘The Sir Punch Hind, Lucknow, of the 11th April; says that 
The Sale of Court Fees. 


cens® tax they are threatened with a third calamity. The Go- 


vernment has ordered that the vendors of:court fee‘ stamps 
will ' get no commission. Thus thousands of men -will -.be | 
thrown out of employ. A paid gervant of the sori , 


will sell court fee stamps at each court. 


The Muhib-i-Hind of the 2nd. week of April, after publish- 


The late Beret sted, ing an aqcount of the late Surat riot, 


remarks that it was a very unworthy 


act on the part of the — of Surat to excite a riot 


° > ° i 


would have blown away the rioters by guns. But the’ for- 
bearance and tender heartedness of the English Government. 
do not allow it to deal so harshly with its subjects. The offi- ° 
cers of the Government are gently trying to comfort aiid’ ’ 
conciliate the inhabitants of Surat. The inhabitants’ of ‘all: 
other districts have Joyally submitted to the orders of the 
Government. If they have to make any objections, théy do © 
so in & polite and respectful way. A civilised people should © 
always repose confidence in the Government and believe that - 


it-will do nothing but what conduces to their welfare. 5 - 


~The Oudh Akhbar of the 16th April, in reference, to the 


Yate Strat ‘riot; regrets tHat' the law=" 
The late. paar Tiot, 


’ Yesgnéss of some hot-headed and evil. 


Circulation. 
before the people have recovered from — 


the effects of the famine and the li- : 


100 copies. 


Circulation,. 
. 245 copies. 


Circulation, o 
- 920 copies. 
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tainded persons earns a bad name for the whole Indian popu- 
lation; which ‘ig, remarkable. for: its submission and loyalty. 
The writer then argues that the only effectual and legal course 
for the.people to adopt, in protesting against any measure of 
the Government, is to do so ina constitutional manner.. With 
reference to the insinuation of the Pioneer that the writin gs 
of the vernacular press instigated.the Surat riot, the writer 
deprecates the conduct of the Pienser as being opposed to the 
principles of. English civilisation... If our contemporary, says 
the writer, saw any seditious articles in any native paper, our 
contemporary should have mentioned the name of that paper. 
Such an unwarranted attack on the whole vernacular press 
cannot fail. to hurt the feelings of native journalists. It is a 
fact. that, our Anglo-Indian contemporaries have often done a 
large, amount of evil to the native population. The chief 
cause, of. the occurrence of such riots as the Surat riot is the 
ignorance of the people. The objects and reasons which in- 
duce the Government to enact any law should be made public 
through the various vernacular languages so that they may 
be intelligible to the’ masses. Secondly, great severity is 
exercised in enforcing laws, which should be avoided. In the 
end the writer assures the people that the Government will 
make ‘satisfactory arrangements for the enforcement’ of the 
Trades License Act with leniency, and for the correct assess- 
ment of the income of those who are liable to the payment of 
the tax... In no case. the tax will be higher than two per- 
cent on. income, which, being a very light tax, we hope no 
man will object to pay. _ 3 


The same paper, in reference to the aiailo, that the 
’ opium: of native: growth in, China 

having considerably improved-in qua- 
lity of late, is gradually ousting the Indian opium :from: the: 
market in China, ‘says that the Government of India shonld 
adopt some immediate steps to preserve:the ‘opium revenue. 
The China opium is now as good in quality as the Indian 


‘The Opium Revenue. 


i he ° , —-- =e ae 
| 


( 389 ) 
, opi um, “While it ts cheaper than the lattér. Ono of the several 


things. which the Government can do to prevent the opium 
trade from ruin is to lower the rate of duty on opium. 


EDUCATION 


ae correspondent of the Anjumani Panjab of the 1 oth a Circulation, 
400 copies. 
The last middle school 10 reference to the last middle school 
examination, Panjab. examination, Panjab, points out a 
mistake in the.-fifth question of the Euclid paper, and contends 
that as the quéstion ‘is wrongly worded, every candidate 
should ‘get the marks assigned to that question. 


A correspondent of the Saftr-i-Hind of the 13th April says Circulation, 
The Educational Depart. that as the entrance examination of ee 
tment, Panjab, the Calcutta University is held in the 
end of N ovember, the annual examinations of the colleges 
and schools in the Panjab were hitherto held in the end of 
November. But now the director of public instruction in 
the Panjab. has ordered that the annual examinations of the 
Educational Department i in the Panjab will be held in April. 
This change in the time of examinations has caused great 
confusion. The students of the 9th class passed the entrance 
examination of the Calcutta University in N ovember last. 
But as the 7th-and the 8th classes have not yet been examined, 
no new 9th class has yet been formed. The next entrance 
examination of the Calcutta University will occur in Novem- 
ber next. It is difficult to understand how the students of the 
would-be 9th class will be able to compete successfully at the 
next examination after a few months’ study. If the object of 
the directér of public instruction in introducing this change 
in the time of examinations is that the students of the Panjab 
should not compete for the Calcutta University examinations, 
«why does he not plainly’ say so? But at the same time it 
stiould be remembered that the’ Panjab University has not yet 
been raised to the status of a university and cannot confer 
devrees. Bae Le ee. > 3 


Circulation, =... The Abkhbdr-i-Tamanndi of the 16th. April praises :the 

‘lea; ibaa Cobia « officers who have been. at the head-of 

Educational Department, the Educational -Department of Oudh, 

from Mr. William Handford to Mr. 

” Hoya, for the interest they have taken i in the fartherance of 
- the cause of ed ucation i in the province. 


Oudh. 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


‘The Shubha Chintak, Cawnpore, of the 15th April, urges 
the claims of Hindi to -be adopted. as 


a court language instead of Urdu. The. 
advocates of Urdu say that Hindi cannot be written so fast 


as Urdu, and that in writing the former occupies more space 
than the latter. This allegation only indicates that they them- 
- selves cannot write Hindi fast enough, or that they have come 
across only slow Hindi writers. But what can be said in 
favour of the Urdu characters, a writing which no man 
except the writer himself can read? Sometime ago a court 

_. #peon bronght us a summons, and asked what was the name of 

‘the summonee.. The name written in the sammons could be 

read.in so many different ways, viz., Harpatjan, Parbatjén, 
Narpat Khén, Turbat Khan, Barbat Khan, dic. | 


yo The Benares Akhbdr of the 18th April severely censures 
the inhabitants of Surat for the riot 
which they made in. connection with 
the license tax. The Government takes care of the people like 
parents.- It renders relief to the poor in time of famine. It 
expends its ‘whole revenue for our benefit. It is therefore our 
duty to assist the Government with money in order to enable | 
it to meet the famine expenditure. 3 


The Akmal-ul-Akhbér, Delhi, of the 14th April, i in its local 
news column, states that several mur- 
ders have lately been. perpetrated at 
Delbi, bet ac ee Paes have not been traced. About two 

months ago one Nanu, Saraogi, was beheaded. ‘His head was 


Hindi ‘versus Urdu. 


The late Surat riot. 


Murders at a 
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found'tying ata public thorughfare. . In-this week a harlot, 
whose name. was ‘Kundan, has been: nee to apn oe 
robbed of her: ornaments. .— 


A correspondent of the Alibdr-i- Tamannat of the 16th 
‘The establishment of a April, writing from Roorkee, reports 


prey oy Pa omy a the establishment of a committee at 


maoufactare.. = == —- Roorkee, the object of which is to en- 
courage the ase of cloth of Indian manufacture. The 
committee has been set.on foot by the native officers of the 
Thomason Engineering College. Many respectable inhabi- 


tants of the city have joined the committee and signed a’ 


pledge that they will use cloth of only Indian manufacture, 
A cor respondent of the Tohfa Kashmir of the 17th April 


‘The extention of the urges the need of the enforcement of 
the rules for the prevention of vene- 


operation of the rules fer 
the prevention of venere- 


al disease todhelum. = =s_real diseases at Jhelum, Panjab, 


| ‘The Rahbar-i-H ind of the 13th April says that ltinatinn:’ 
- ig in a very backward state in Multan, 
The state of education 


in Multan. and Dehra Dehra Ghazi Khan, and the neigbour- 
Ghasi Khan. 


officers, who take an interest in popular education, to the 
charge of these districts, will greatly. stimulate the cause of 


ing districts. There is no upper school - 
even at Makan or Dehra Ghazi Khan. The appointment of 


Cireulation, 
112 copies. 


Circulation, 
250 copies. 


Circulation, 
525 copies. — 


education. Civilisation is also in a backward state-in :these: — 


districts along with education. As far as -Maltan the mass 


of the population are ignorant as to what are the excellent 


principles of British administration, and how they may 
best enjoy the ad vantages of British rule. They consider. 
the _depaty commissioner to be their sole ruler and law- 


giver. But as soon as we advance beyond ‘Multan the 
state of affairs i is entirely changed. ‘We have heard that it is 


the duty of the deputy commissioner of Dehra Ghazi Khan to 


shape his administrative policy according to the customs, man- _ 


wers, and prejudices of the frontier tribes in ‘order to ensure 
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peace and order i in his territories. A wise man equally ais- 
likes the prevalence of slavish ideas or a spirit of insubordina- 
tion or lawlessness among a people. ‘The sptead of education 
_in the frontier districts will greatly facilitate administration. 


: The arrangements on the Multan railway line for the con- 
‘The Multan railway Venlence of passengers are not satis- 
Wk, factory. The writer recently had 
occasion to travel by the line. He saw the platforms of 
several railway stations between Multan and Shere Shah 
covered with. ashes. The arrangements for the supply of water 
to passengers are also not satisfactory. ‘There is no refresh- 
ment room at any station. No garden is attached to any sta- 
tion. ‘Trees are not planted along the railroad, of which there 
18.8 preat need, as the tract of country throu gh which the rail- 
road passes is adreary desert devoid of trees. There is no 
sufficient accommodation for passengers at the Multan station. 
There id no accommodation whatever at the Shere Shah station, 
so much ‘so that tickets are distributed in railway carriages. 


A correspondent of the Kavi’ Vachan Sudha of the 15th 
ine’ Government pen- April complains that. some men who 
sioners. | get pensions from the Government 
also. ‘engage in private service. The Government gives pen- 
sions to its old servants simply as a maintenance allowance i in 


old age. _Ifany Government pensioner enga gee in private 
service his pension should be stopped. 


_ ‘The same paper, in an article communicated by its cor- 
The civil service ques- respondent, publishes the resolutions 
tion. = passed at a meeting of the Sagar Hit 
Sabha in regard to the civil service question on the 10th 
February ‘last. The meeting was attended by the native 
officers and raises of the city. It was decided to secure sig- 
| natures to the memorial which is to be submitted to Parlia- 
ment by thé Indian Association on the civil service question, 


and, after obtaining signatures to it, to send it to the Indian 
Aseociation, Calcutta. 


y 
/ 
, ; 
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' [The Malwa Akhbdr of the 12th April republishes from 
the I. ndw Frakash (an Anglo-Marathi Journal of Bombay), 
of the 8th April, an article which discusses the question of 
the interest which Parliament takes in Indian affairs.. 


The sympathies of the Patiala Akhbée have been with 
the Russians. In its issue of the Ist April it published an 
article condemning the oppressions of the Turks over their’ 
Christian subjects. In proof of his statement the writer re- 
ferred to the religious intolerance of the Muhammadan kings 
of India, vide the Selections for the week ending the 6th 
April, 1878, pages 288 and 289. The Mashir-1<Qaisar of the 
14th April protests against the above article, and says that 
it should be dealt with under the provisions of the Indian 
Penal Code, because it is an attack upon Islam red is calou- 
lated to hurt the feelings of Musalmans. ee és 


“The Urdu Akhbdr, published in Marathi at ‘Akois,. of, in | 
13th April republishes an article from the Arunodaya, an | 
Anglo- Marathi Journal of Tanna. The Arunodaya itself ex- 
tracted the article from the Statesman. In the article the 
writer refers to the seditious preaching of a Musalman to a 
very. large audience of Musalmans at Bagsér (sie). The 
preacher said that the English had come to India of their 
own accord without an invitation. Since the advent of these | 
bad and deceitful men in India, the country is exposed to the | 
ravages of famine, pestilence, &c. He inculcated patience . 
upon the audience, saying that their misfortunes would soon 
be at an end, and besought them to make a union among — 


themselves. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 15th April publishes an Urdu 
translation of the Financial Department Resolution No. 1911, — 
dated 18th March, on the Indian Budget for the year 1878-79, - 
and of the memorandum of His Excellency the Viceroy and .. 


Governor-General of India on the said budget. 
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The Oudh Punch of the 16th April, im an article headed 
4 ‘“Ricking in: thé Stable,” describes the. proceeding gs of the 
meetings held by the conservative and peace pariies ‘at Hyde 
Park on the 24th February last, and the quarrel that ensued 
ee the two parties in a facetious style. | 


. The Aftab-i- Panjab and the Khurshid-- Alam are. at 
‘variance with each other. The one abuses and picks holes 


‘in the writings of the other. 


The Ahsan-ul- Akhbar of the 14th April, its tis: coleman of 

extracts from English newspapers, publishes an Urdu version 
of an article from the Pioneer, which is as follows :—The 
Indian Spectator says: If England wishes to reign over the 
Musalmans:of Eastern Europe, she should pay the indemnity 
which Russia has imposed on the Porte. She is both rich and 
powerful. The English Ministers themselves admit that 
England has made great progress. Then why will she not 
save Turkey from the grasp of Russia by paying forty millions 
sterling to the latter Besides, she apprehends an invasion 
of India through thé valley of the Euphrates. Thus, the 
easiest and cheapest way of maintaining the British Indian 
Empire is to pay the war indemnity on behalf of Turkey. } 
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